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On a very hot day in
September, over 300 adults
worked very hard to make
sure that 7,000 children
have a place to play.  The
dedicated volunteers turned
out to build a spectacular
playground at the new
Central Islip Community
Park south of Clayton
Street. Funding was provid-
ed by the non-profit Kaboom
and Disney. The playground
is an integral part of the
new thirty acre park planned
for Central Islip. Currently,
the PAL just opened an adja-
cent football field and is working on a
soccer field. A trail system has been
cut through the woodlands for fami-
lies and joggers to enjoy. Future plans
include a pond and water feature, a
skate park, volleyball and bocce
courts, bathrooms, a concession
stand and picnic areas.

Local residents were thrilled to see
this exciting first step in a premier
recreation facility for Central Islip. In
fact, the first planning sessions for a
town park in our hamlet started over
thirty-five years ago! The Clayton
Street property was once part of the
old Central Islip State Hospital. The
buildings on the south side were
demolished many years ago. The

Recreation Center and Senior Center
on the north side of Clayton Street
are actually original buildings from
the hospital that date from the
1890’s.

The Ribbon Cutting ceremony was
a festive event attended by local offi-
cials, volunteers from the Coalition of
Good Neighbors, the Central Islip
Civic Council, the CI Fire Department,
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, YES, Touro
Law Center, Disney, Kaboom, and
many other groups and individuals.
The High School Concert Choir, under
the direction of John Anthony, led off
with a beautiful rendition of the Star
Spangled Banner. Supervisor Tom
Croci, Councilman Steve Flotteron,
Debra Cavanagh of the Parks

Committee  and David Davis, GM of
ABC News were among those who
spoke to the crowd and praised every-
one for their efforts. 

Funding for the Central Islip
Community Park will come from fees
collected from developers in the mas-
ter plan area. However, more monies
will be needed before the Park is
completed. Residents can view the
Park Master Plan at the CI Library on
Hawthorne Avenue, the Central Islip
Civic Council at 68 Wheeler Road and
at Councilman Flotteron’s office at
655 Main Street in Islip. To volunteer
to help with the Central Islip
Community Park effort or to comment
on the design plans, please email the
Council at ciciviccouncil@aol.com

Fall/Winter 2014

A Time to Play Tiempo para Jugar
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Central Islip 
Civic Council, Inc.
“Dedicated to Improving Life for 

all Central Islip Residents”

Board of Directors
Josephine Walsh, President
Bill Dungee, 1st Vice-President
Mary Ann Houston, 

2nd Vice-President
Suzanne Raphael, Treasurer
Nancy Vargas Johnson, 

Secretary
Jonnita Bonilla Middleton
Hank Carney
Helen Gronus
Renee Johnson
Andy Kouris
Ken Quarles
Debbie Rotunda
Larry Philips

Advisory Council
Renee Ortiz
Ken Rosenblum

Nancy Manfredonia, 
Executive Director

ARE YOU INTERESTED 
IN PLACING AN AD OR
SPONSORING CENTRAL

ISLIP TODAY?
If so, contact Velene at 

631.348.0669

SE HABLA ESPANOL
Para información sobre

cualquier artículo en esta 
edición de CI Today, nuestro

programas y actividades,
favor de llamar 

Estela o Ruth de 
Central Islip Civic Council –

631.348.0669.

NEED HOUSING? NEED A RENTAL? 
WE MAY BE ABLE TO HELP. CALL OR EMAIL THE COUNCIL

PAL football teams enjoy their new field in the new park.

Supervisor Tom Croci, Debra Cavanagh, and Councilman Steve Flotteron help cut the rib-
bon to the new playground with a very enthusiastic crowd.
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New Central Islip Marriott Is A Big Hit
Nuevo Marriott Central Islip Es Un Gran Exito

The new Marriott Residence Inn
opened last spring and has received 5
star reviews from locals and 
travelers alike. According to General
Manager Susan Fierros, occupancy
has well exceeded expectations.
Families have found it a great location
for vacations or “staycations” due to
the hotel’s amenities and proximity to

south shore beaches and attractions.
Attorneys with cases at the federal
courthouse are also prime cus-
tomers. The entryway is decorated
with historic photos of old Central
Islip; and the hallways and rooms with
scenes of our beautiful Long Island
parks and beaches. Amenities
include a salt water pool, gym, basket-

ball court, free breakfasts, free light
meals several nights a week, an 
outdoor firepit and barbeque area;
and of course, all right next door to
the Bethpage Ballpark, home of the
Long Island Ducks. Contact the
Marriott at 631-231-0025 for more
information about rates, holiday 
parties, package deals, etc. 
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Foxgate Models Open Foxgate Abierto
The much anticipated new condo-

minium development, called Foxgate,
is under construction and the models
are open. Foxgate is the third housing
development authorized by the
Central Islip master plan. The other
two: Courthouse Commons and Islip
Landing were completed and sold out
within the last few years. Foxgate is
located at the corner of Eastview
Boulevard and Lowell Avenue and is
adjacent to the new Central Islip
Community Park. Foxgate is consid-
ered a “Smart Growth” development
in part because it is on a bus route
and within walking distance of stores,
schools, parks and the Long Island
Railroad.

Foxgate developer, Mike Puntillo,
Jr. of JOBCO and Central Islip
Associates, has worked with town
planners for ten years to demolish

old state hospital buildings, and to
secure sewer connections and financ-
ing for this new neighborhood. 

Foxgate units all have two bed-
rooms, two baths and plenty of stor-
age. The lower units have a full base-
ment and the upper units have a loft

and an attic. 284 units are planned,
many clustered around a man-made
pond with a bridge and a gazebo. A
clubhouse with a gym and a pool are
part of the amenities. Prices are
affordable, ranging from the mid to
high 200’s.

Models are open at the new Foxgate condominium development.



Breast Cancer
Am I At Risk?

Breast cancer is a concern for all women. According to the American Cancer Society it is the most common cancer in
women in the USA other than skin cancer. In 2011 about 230,480 new cases of invasive cancer and 57,650 cases of
noninvasive breast cancer expect to be diagnosed. In the USA 39,250 death are expected.

There is a 1 in 8 chance of a woman having invasive breast cancer in her life time. Thanks to early detection and
advancements in treatment the chance of dying from breast cancer is 1 in 35.  

Every woman’s risk is not the same. Simply being a woman puts us at risk and that risk goes up as a woman gets older.
Genetics can play a role. Women with family members with breast or ovarian cancer should speak with their doctors
about their risk. It does not matter which side of the family the relative is on. White women are at slightly higher risk
but women of any race can develop breast cancer. The use of hormone replacement therapy has been shown to increase
the risk of breast cancer and postmenopausal obesity increased the risk.  It is important to maintain a healthy diet and
exercise routine, especially in the later years of our lives.  

Do I need screening?
Screening for breast cancer is VERY IMPORTANT. Early detection saves lives! Recommendations for screening have
changed, and it has become confusing for patients and physicians alike. Some organizations recommend less screening
because of increased anxiety, and chance of having unnecessary procedures or tests. Other organizations recommend
more screening because lives are saved by diagnosing and treating cancer early.

The American Cancer Society recommends: 
• Yearly mammograms are recommended starting at age 40 and continuing for as long as a woman is in good health

• Clinical breast examination (an examination by your physician) about every 3 years for women in their 20s and 30s
and every year for women 40 and over

• Women should know how their breasts normally look and feel and report any breast change promptly to their 
health care provider. Breast self-examination is an option for women starting in their 20s.

• Because of family history, a genetic tendency, or certain other factors – women may be screened with Magnetic
Resonance Imaging in addition to mammograms or may begin their screening at an earlier age.

Please remember:
It is very important to speak with your doctor about all your concerns. Breast cancer is a very serious disease. 
With the development of new treatments and early detection, in most cases, it can be handled and overcome.

For more information visit http://www.cancer.org/Healthy/FindCancerEarly/CancerScreeningGuidelines/
american-cancer- society-guidelines-for-the-early-detection-of-cancer 

Sharon L. Koehler, DO, FACS
Family Health Care Center
267 Carleton Ave
Central Islip, NY 11751
631-348-3254
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A number of new small and large

businesses have opened in Central

Islip in the last few months. LOVE

SUSHI, specializing of course in

Japanese cuisine has opened in the

Town Center next to Carrabbas and

Edible Arrangements. It’s a dine in or

carry out restaurant and it’s open

seven days a week. Their phone 

number is 631-234-5858. POLLO

CAMPERO opened in the Vanderbilt

Shopping Center at 160 Wheeler

Road. Specializing, of course, in
chicken dishes, this restaurant is
also open seven days a week. 
See www.campero.com.

See the following articles for 
more news about Central Islip 
new businesses. 

New Business News
Noticias de Nuevos Negocios

Continental Home Loans Opens In Central Islip
Continental Home Loans Abre en Central Islip

Continental Home Loans Inc., a multi-state licensed
banking entity, has opened an office in Central Islip at 100
Carleton Avenue. Continental originates mortgage loans
directly to consumers and has been very successful in
helping families negotiate the home buying or refinancing
process. As a direct lender, Continental services their own
loans. They handle residential mortgages only and deal
with FHA, SONYMA, VA and conventional loans. Over fifty
residents and officials turned out at the Grand Opening to
welcome the company to our hamlet. Continental, as part
of a long history of philanthropy, gave a $500. Scholarship
to Gessie Rodriguez, a young lady affiliated with Adelante.
Supervisor Tom Croci who helped cut the ribbon said, “The
Town of Islip is proud to welcome a new business to
Central Islip… especially a new business that will help
families achieve the American Dream.” 

For more information about Continental Home Loans, call
917-202-9015 or visit www.continentalhomeloans.com.

Helping to cut the ribbon at the Grand Opening Celebration for
Continental Home Loans were (left to right) Howard Glickstein, Esq.
from Touro Law Center; Luis Montes Brito, aide to Legislator
Martinez, Miriam Garcia, Executive Director of Adelante; Bruce Silva,
Executive VP of Continental; Town Supervisor Tom Croci; Nancy
Manfredonia, Executive Director of the Central Islip Civic Council;
Chris McGuire, Attorney; Pamela Zambrano, Mortgage Consultant;
Marvin Smith, Aide to Assemblyman Phil Ramos.

In another coup for Islip’s
Industrial Development Agency,
Universal Photonics will be moving to
Central Islip from its current head-
quarters in Hicksville. The company, a
manufacturer of polishing solutions
for optical equipment, was originally
planning to move out of state. The

IDA’s benefit package convinced them
to move to Central Islip. They will
invest almost 4 million dollars to pur-
chase and furnish the 55,000 square
foot building on Jetson Lane.
Universal Photonics is a world leader
in critical surface preparation materi-
als and has been in business for 85

years. The company has manufactur-

ing and distribution facilities through-

out the United States, Europe and the

Far East. 60 employees will work at

the Central Islip location. The move is

expected to take place in early 2015.

Universal Photonics Relocating To Central Islip
Universal Photonics se traslada a Central Islip
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PATRICIA SALKIN, Dean of Central
Islip’s Touro Law Center, was recently
appointed co-chair of the New York
State Bar Association’s Committee
on Legal Education and Admission to
the Bar.

ANNETTE BERNARD was honored
recently with SCOPE’S (Suffolk
County Office for the Promotion of
Education) Community Service
Award. Ms. Bernard is a long time
Central Islip resident who has 
volunteered extensively in our 
hamlet, most especially for our
school district as a PTA official, on
the board of the I AM CI Foundation
and as a mentor to hundreds of 
students. Annette worked for the
Central Islip Civic Council for many
years as their Director of Housing
and is now employed by the Christian
Cultural Center. She and her hus-
band, Jarod, are raising five children
in Central Islip. 

People in
the News
Personas en las
Noticias

Annette Bernard with her SCOPE
Community Service Award.

Medical Training-Phlebotomy, EKG, Medical 

Assistant, Administration, Medical Billing. 

Low Tuition, Financial Aid, Job Assistance. Lic NYS Ed. 

Lighthouse Resource Ctr, Inc.  
16 Oak Lawn Dr., Commack, 

631-761-6100, http://lighthousesourcecenter.org 

 

The Central Islip Civic Council will
honor five very special friends of
Central Islip at their annual Good
Neighbor Luncheon on November 6th:
Annette Bernard, Gil Korine, Steve
Scharf, Otis Thornhill and Phil Voigt.
Annette Bernard is a Central Islip res-
ident and a longtime dedicated com-
munity volunteer. Otis Thornhill of the
Smithtown Rotary and Gil Korine of
Avco Industries have both been
extremely generous in their support
of the Council’s Food Pantry. Steve
Scharf of the Briad Group was direct-
ly responsible for bringing the beauti-

ful new Marriott Residence Inn to
Central Islip. Phil Voigt is Director of
Music and Instructional Technology at
the Central Islip High School. Phil
grew up in Central Islip and has been
a tireless advocate for our children.

The Luncheon will be held at the
Mansion at Timber Point on Thursday,
November 6th. For more information
about the Council’s Good Neighbor
Luncheons, or to nominate a Good
Neighbor for 2015, call 631-348-
0669, extension 12 or visit the
Council on Facebook or at centralislip-
civiccouncil.org.

2014 Good Neighbors to
be Honored
Honrando a Buenos Vecinos en 2014

Islip Town resurfaced and repaved
dozens of roads in Central Islip this
fall, including Lowell Avenue,
Hawthorne Avenue and Carleton
Avenue. Nancy Manfredonia,
Executive Director of the Central Islip
Civic Council, said, “What a welcome
surprise! The road work was long
overdue, but much appreciated.”

Supervisor Tom Croci said, “The Town
of Islip is responsible for over 1,200
miles of roadways, and every year the
cost of material and equipment
increases. Our Department of Public
Works has done an excellent job of
prioritizing their projects and 
completing the work in timely and
efficient manner.”

Say Goodbye To Potholes
Diga Adios a los Baches
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Reiko Wireless Industries, a
Brooklyn based manufacturer, has pur-
chased the old Downstate Distribution
Center on Eastview Boulevard. Over
the years, several interested busi-
nesses, including Intercontinental
Bakery and Whitson’s Culinary Group,
tried and failed to take over the 
building which has been vacant for

many years. Located on Eastview
Boulevard just north of Touro Law
Center, the 130,000 square foot 
building will serve as an office and
“pick and pack” operation for Reiko, a
Chinese company. Reiko offers 
thousands of accessories for top inter-
net brands including Apple iPhone,
MP3, LG, Samsung and others. 

Reiko’s President and CEO, Yulong

Zhang, thanked the Town of Islip for

their incentive package and said, “We

look forward to a lasting partnership

with the Town.” Town officials say that

Reiko will create 68 new jobs for our

area. Occupancy is expected in 2015.

Vacant State Building Finally Sold
Edificio Estatal Vacio Finalmente Vendido

The Town of Islip Community Development Agency has cut
funding to catalog and care for vacant overgrown properties
in the Lowell Avenue Neighborhood. The area has one of the
highest foreclosure rates in New York State and the Central
Islip Civic Council had a small grant from the Town to identi-
fy, report, clean and mow the easement areas of the proper-
ties that the banks were neglecting. According to Josephine

Walsh, President of the Council and a Lowell resident, the
Town cut the funding without explanation. She said, “It’s hard
to understand why the Town would cut such a successful and
important program, especially since the neighborhood is a
target area for improvement. Hopefully, they will take over
this responsibility themselves. Our neighbors deserve this
attention.”

Town Cuts Funding For Lowell Neighborhood
Cortes de Financiamiento Para el Barrio Lowell

MOM’S LITTLE HELPER
Pequeno ayudante de mama 
enjoys his vantage point while 
Mom shops at the Civic Council’s
Homestead Thrift Store at 68
Wheeler Road. The store is open
Mondays through Thursdays 
(weather permitting) from 9:30 
to 3:00 and for special Saturday
events. All proceeds help support
the Council’s Food Pantry which is
open on Mondays and Thursdays
from 10am to 2pm.

WHERE’S THE QUEEN BEE?
Donde esta la Reina Abeja?
Children were fascinated by the 
honeybee demonstration at the 
Civic Council’s Fall Festival. 
The Council has its own beehives
cared for by local beekeeper 
Ernie Schwasnick.

WHERE IS THAT BIRD? 
Donde Esta ese Pajaro?  
Children explore the Central Islip 
Civic Council’s nature trail as part of 
the Girl Scout’s “Summer Science
Exploration” program held at the 
Council’s five acre historic site on 
Wheeler Road.



Central Islip Wants You!
YES! I want to be a member of the Central Islip Civic Council. Enclosed is my donation of $15 (please do not send cash).

Name: ______________________________________________________________ Phone: __________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________ E-mail: __________________________________

community notices throughout the year. Your support will help the Council continue its important community work.
Donations can be made out to: Central Islip Civic Council, PO Box 219, 68 Wheeler Road, Central Islip, NY 11722.

Town of Islip Community Development Agency 
Housing Rehabilitation Program 

 
Funds are available for no-interest loans for low income homeowners, including seniors, who live within the 
Town of Islip. These programs are for homes in need of repair.  We do not do cosmetic renovations or 
extensions. 
 

Type of Work: 
 Roof and window replacement 
 Plumbing and electrical repairs 
 Heating system replacement 
 Carpentry repairs 
 Energy saving repairs 
 Siding repairs or replacement 

Eligibility Requirements: 
 Town of Islip Resident 
 Valid deed 
 Credit worthy 
 Owner occupied (at least 1 year) 
 Income does not exceed the HUD 

maximum guidelines below: 
  
  

Family Size Maximum Income 
1 $58,850 
2 $67,250 
3 $75,650 
4 $84,100 

 

Family Size Maximum Income 
5 $90,800 
6 $97,550 
7 $104,250 
8 $111,000 

 

  
For an application and brochure with additional details and loan repayment information, please call Terry 
Toth at (631) 665-1185 ext. 22 
      
SE HABLA ESPANOL     
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THANK YOU Gracias: Volunteers from Dimensions Data of
Hauppauge help take care of the Civic Council’s five acre historic
homestead (left to right in the back row, followed by the front row):
Louis Pascone, Abel Agnant, Herbert Dawson, Diane Kelly, Valerie
Maccone, Edward Hu, Roberto Martinez, Diane Coppola, and Robert
Hartwig.

GOOD NEWS Noticias Buenas: Assemblyman Phil Ramos was able
to secure a $10,000 grant to support the Civic Council’s emer-
gency food pantry. On hand to thank the Assemblyman were (left
to right) Bill Dungee, Council VP, Andy Kouris, Food Pantry Chair,
Nancy Manfredonia, Executive Director and Josephine Walsh,
Board President.
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The dumping of tons of toxic fill in the Roberto Clemente
Park in Brentwood, a vacant lot in Central Islip and a veter-
ans housing development in Islandia came to light last spring
and has shocked not just local residents but all of Long
Island. The prevailing attitude is amazement and dismay that
such an environmental travesty could occur in this century in
the town of Islip. Even though witnesses saw some of the
dumping, the company involved has yet to be brought to trial.

Town residents are being charged for a six million dollar bond
to clean up the mess, children are left with no park in
Brentwood and nearby families are wondering what the toxic
dust may have done to their health. Even though plans are
being formulated, traditionally it can take many years to clean
up such an environmental disaster. There will be public
forums to keep residents informed. Check the Civic Council
website for dates — www.centralislipciviccouncil.org 

Toxic Waste Clean Up To Begin When?
Limpieza de basura toxica cuando empezara?

Homestead
Thrift Store

Did you know that the 
Central Islip Civic Council 
has a Homestead Thrift 

Store open to the public? 

Visit us at 68 Wheeler Rd. 
(park on Linda or W. Halley Ln.) 

OPEN: MONDAY thru THURSDAY 
9:30am-3pm (weather permitting)

New and gently-used clothes, household items, small 
appliances, furniture and our own honey, plants, free-range 

chicken eggs for sale.

All proceeds benefit our Emergency Food Pantry. Donations happily accepted, call 631.348.0669.



FIELDS OF DREAMS Campos de Suenos
Andy Borgia of Ultimate Sports donated a million dollars for six
brand new Little League and soccer fields on Eastview Boulevard.
Mr. Borgia plans an indoor/outdoor sports complex on Carleton
Avenue where the Little League fields used to be.

This beautiful new 4 bedroom, 
2 bath home can be yours for 

under $200,000. 

Call or email for details 
about this special 

Central Islip Civic Council program. 
631.348.0669

ciciviccouncil@aol.com

VOLUNTEERS Voluntarios
Volunteers from CA Technologies of Islandia worked on the Civic
Council’s organic flower and vegetable gardens. Pictured (left to
right) are Chun (Derek) Li, Patrick Sweeney, Shannon Pershinsky,
Trillium Fox, Dorothy Manfredonia, and Manny Lattanza.

HELP FOR THE NEEDY Ayuda de alimentos para necesitados
Gil Korine (center), CEO of AVCO Industries (aka Freeport Paper), and his staff present a donation of a truckload of turkeys and fixings
to the Civic Council for Central Islip’s needy families.


