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A Marriott Residence Inn
has been approved by the
Town of Islip for the vacant
site on Carleton Avenue just
west of the LI Ducks
Bethpage Ballpark.

The 100,000 square foot,
four story hotel will have 124
rooms and will employ over
30 full time workers. 

According to Steve Scharf
of the Briad Group, the agency handling
the construction and permitting
arrangements, Marriott expects to han-
dle clients doing business at the courts
and nearby industries; as well as vaca-
tioners and other visitors to the area.
According to Mr. Scharf, “There is a

real need for a hotel on the south shore
of Suffolk County.” Visitors will be right
next door to the ballpark and close to
beaches and other attractions.

Marriott Residence Inns are well
known for their amenities, including
suites with office areas and free

internet, fully equipped kitchens, and
luxury bedding. They also provide free
breakfast and fitness areas.
Construction is expected to begin this
year. In the future, the developer has
plans for a second hotel and a restau-
rant on the site.

Spring 2012

Marriott Hotel Slated for CI

SE HABLA ESPANOL
Para información sobre cualquier artículo en esta edición de CI Today, nuestro programas y 

actividades, favor de llamar Sandy, Yolanda o Annette de Central Islip Civic Council – 631-348-0669.

Homestead
Thrift Store

Did you know that the 
Central Islip Civic Council 
has a Homestead Thrift 

Store open to the public? 

Visit us at 68 Wheeler Rd. 
(park on Linda or W. Halley Ln.) 

OPEN: MONDAY thru THURSDAY 
10am-3pm (weather permitting)

New and gently-used clothes, household items, small 
appliances, furniture and our own honey, plants, free-range 

chicken and duck eggs for sale.

All proceeds benefit our Emergency Food Pantry. Donations happily accepted, call 631.348.0669.



RUSSELL DEFREITIS, 64, passed
away in January after a short bout with
cancer. Russell, a retired plumber,
was a long time dedicated volunteer
for the Central Islip Civic Council. He is
survived by two daughters, his sister
Denise Elridge, three grandchildren
and a nephew.

KEN HOUSTON, 39, passed away
suddenly in February. Ken grew up in
Central Islip. He was a nurse by pro-
fession and was active in our Fire
Department for many years. He leaves
his fiancé, Monica Mott, a 6 year old
son, Aiden, an 8 year old stepson,
Michael, and a newborn baby, Skylar;
as well as his mom and dad, Mary
Ann and Richie Houston; a brother,

Brian and sisters Laurie and Susan.
Mary Ann Houston is the past presi-
dent of the Central Islip Civic Council
and a long time community volunteer.

HILDA HEINES RUNZ, 97, died in
February in Monroe, New York. She
grew up in Central Islip in the house
on Wheeler Rd. that is now the home
of the Central Islip Civic Council. Hilda
was an expert on the history of
Central Islip. She and her siblings
made it possible for the Civic Council
to preserve the 5 acre Heines
Homestead as an historic site for all
to enjoy. She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Tami Henery and Meta Janowitz
and by her siblings, Virginia Heines,
Ted Heines, and Gloria Neary. 

PASSINGS
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Central Islip 
Civic Council, Inc.
“Dedicated to Improving Life for 

all Central Islip Residents”

Board of Directors
Josephine Walsh, President
Bill Dungee, 1st Vice-President
Mary Ann Houston, 

2nd Vice-President
Suzanne Raphael, Treasurer
Nancy Vargas Johnson, 

Secretary
Jonnita Bonilla Middleton
Hank Carney
Barbara Ford
Helen Gronus
Renee Johnson
Andy Kouris
Randi Olson
Ken Quarles
Ken Rosenblum
Debbie Rotunda
Michael Saint Laurent
Roberto Toledo

Advisory Council
Kimberly Grant
Renee Ortiz

Nancy Manfredonia, 
Executive Director

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN 
PLACING AN AD OR SPONSOR-

ING CENTRAL ISLIP TODAY?
If so, contact Sandy at 

631.348.0669

SE HABLA ESPANOL
Para información sobre

cualquier artículo en esta 
edición de CI Today, nuestro

programas y actividades,
favor de llamar Sandy,
Yolanda o Annette de 

Central Islip Civic Council –
631.348.0669.

NEED 
HOUSING?

NEED A 
RENTAL? 

WE MAY BE
ABLE TO

HELP.
CALL OR

EMAIL THE
COUNCIL

DOLLY WITH HER NEW FRIENDS 
Dolly, the Civic Council’s pet sheep,
makes new friends at the Garden 
of Eve Organic Farm on Sound
Avenue in Riverhead. Dolly was very
lonesome without her friend, Daisy,
who was tragically killed by pit bulls in
December. The Council expects to
bring Dolly and a companion back for
the summer months.

LUCY ROMEO, Civic Council Food
Pantry Coordinator, gratefully accepts
a $2,000 donation for our pantry
from Otis Taylor of the Smithtown
Rotary. Kudos to the Rotary for their
compassion!

SHOP LOCALLY!
Be sure to do your shopping in

Central Islip and Islandia. These
local merchants pay taxes to our
school, fire and library districts. 

And, you’ll save gas, which nowa-
days is a big ticket item!
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CONGRATULATIONS!!

DANIEL THOMPSON DECLARED
“UPSTANDER” OF THE MONTH

Daniel Thompson, an 11th grade
student at the CI High School was
honored as “Upstander of the month”
for February, 2012. Daniel was 
chosen for facing personal 
challenges and helping other 
students face their challenges; for
documenting role models through a
film project titled, “Youth Speaks for
a Cause”; and for promoting global
literacy. Daniel also serves as a 
student ambassador to the Maassai,
one of the few indigenous cultures
remaining in Africa. He has brought
attention to the need to eliminate
early marriage and female genital
mutilation. His work has helped build

a bridge between young people in
Maassailand and on Long Island.

LEO & MARY ROMEU recently 
celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary. They are longtime
Central Islip residents and 
community volunteers. Leo is a
Korean war veteran. 

LUCY ROMEO, the Council’s Food
Pantry Coordinator, was awarded 

the  Nancy Bern Award from Long
Island Cares in recognition of her 
outstanding service to Long Islanders
in need.

CENTRAL ISLIP MUSKATEERS
BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM
Congratulations for an outstanding
season! The boys worked so hard
even the away games were packed
with supporters!

2012 OFFICERS & BOARD OF THE CENTRAL ISLIP CIVIC COUNCIL INDUCTED
Newly elected Town Supervisor Tom Croci administered the oath of office to the
Central Islip Civic Council’s Board and Officers on January 12th. (left to right) Velene
Gallagher, Finance Director; Barbara Ford, Ken Quarles, Suzanne Raphael,
Treasurer, Andy Kouris, Ken Rosenblum, VP Mary Ann Houston, VP Bill Dungee,
Supervisor Croci, President Jo Walsh, Michael St. Laurent, Hank Carney, Cornella
Johnson, Helen Gronus, Randi Olson and Director Nancy Manfredonia. (Not pictured
are Jonnita Bonilla Middleton, Nancy Vargas Johnson, Secretary, Roberto Toledo
and Debbie Rotunda.) The Council’s board members represent all of Central Islip’s
neighborhoods.

Ana Rodriquez, Thrift Store Manager, shows
off beautiful Spring flowers for sale. The Civic
Council runs their Homestead Thrift Store to
raise funds for their food pantry operations.
Stop by 68 Wheeler Road any Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday from 
10am to 3pm and be surprised by the big
selection and low prices.

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL OF THE 
WONDERFUL PEOPLE AND 

ORGANIZATIONS THAT DONATED 
FOOD AND MONEY SO THAT THE 

CIVIC COUNCIL COULD KEEP 
THEIR PANTRY OPEN

FOR NEEDY RESIDENTS

Daniel Thompson in African garb and
friends.
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The Central Islip Civic Council’s 2011

Good Neighbor Awards took place last

November 3rd at the Timber Point Club

House in Great River. Over 160 guests at the

luncheon helped honor three very special

people: John Corrado of Suffolk

Transportation, Paul Facciano, Director of

our Library, and James Willow Suozzo of

Central Islip Plumbing.  Mr. Corrado helped

to raise over $150,000 to keep our JV

sports funded. Mr. Suozzo also helped raise

substantial funds over the years for our

schoolchildren; and for the Council’s food

pantry. Mr. Facciano managed the amazing

transformation of our Library for all to enjoy.

Nominations are now being accepted for

2012 Good Neighbors. Individuals must have

an extraordinary record of service to the

Central Islip community. Please email 

recommendations to ciciviccouncil@aol.com.

Good Neighbors Honored

(left to right) 1st row Bill Doyle, representing Senator Zeldin, John Corrado,
Mary Ann Houston, Civic Council President, Executive Director Nancy
Manfredonia, Town Board members Steve Flotteron and Trish Bergin. 2nd
row: Paul Facciano, Renee Ortiz, County Legislator Rick Montano, James
Suozzo, Kimberly Jean Pierre from Congressman Israel’s office; 3rd row
Civic Council board members Ken Quarles, Ken Rosenblum, Debbie
Rotunda, Randi Olson, Andy Kouris, Jo Walsh, and then Town Supervisor
Phil Nolan.

The Central Islip Civic Council’s staff attorney Joseph Fritz and Housing
Director Annette Bernard can help you if you are having difficulty paying
your mortgage. Call Today!! LLAMENOS PARA ASISTENCIA CON SU
HIPOTECA.

HOMEOWNERS
STILL HURTING

The foreclosure crisis is still a major 

problem for Central Islip, Brentwood and North

Bay Shore. This area actually has more

defaults than any other in New York State. 

The Civic Council is continuing to help families

facing foreclosure despite severe state 

budget cuts. According to Annette Bernard, 

the Council’s Housing Director, over 300 

families were helped in 2011. She said, 

“We will continue to fight for loan 

modifications and assistance for our families.

Hopefully, the state will realize that the crisis

is far from over.”

CAUTION! 
There’s been an increase in burglaries in our area, many at midday when people are working. Be vigilant!

There’s also been a problem with loose dogs. They can be dangerous to children and pets. 
If you see any roaming dogs, call Animal Control immediately at 631-224-5660.
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Central Islip/Islandia Rotary delivered
turkeys and food for the Council’s food
pantry. Pictured left to right are Henry
Bradley of the Rotary, Lucy Romeo, Food
Pantry Coordinator, Nancy Manfredonia,
Council Director, and Ingrid Graham also
from the Rotary.

Thanks to a great Master Plan and good work by the Town
and the community over the years, Central Islip is reaping
great rewards on the job front. Sysco Industries is hiring now.
Ultimate Sports has provided construction jobs at the Little
League fields on Eastview Boulevard and will soon need
workers to build their new complex on Carleton Avenue. The
Coventry Gardens development and the Marriott Residence
Inn should both break ground this year and provide more con-
struction jobs as well as permanent jobs. InvaGen
Pharmaceuticals and CVD Equipment, both to be located
south of Home Depot, should be hiring by next year. And, the

much awaited Taco Bell should be open by this summer.
Even though the economy is not good and the housing sit-

uation is still critical, at least we can look forward to more
local jobs in Central Islip. Over the years, the Master Plan has
provided thousands of new jobs, millions in tax revenues and
produced a vibrant new economy for Central Islip. Nancy
Manfredonia, Director of the Central Islip Civic Council, said
“The transformation of our community is truly amazing. Just
look at the courts, Touro Law, the Town Center, the Ballpark,
the new housing developments! It just shows that good plan-
ning really works.”

More Jobs for Central Islip

WRESTLING GUYS: Peter Napolitano 
(middle), longtime Central Islip volunteer,
poses, with Gino Caruso (left) and Thomas
Coe (right) both of the East Coast Pacific
Wrestling Club. They organize wrestling
events to raise money for sports programs
in Central Islip. Check their website
ECPW.com for the date of the next event.
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InvaGen Pharmaceuticals just purchased a 250,000
square foot building on South Research Way (south of the
Home Depot). They plan to convert the building into a man-
ufacturing, packaging and research facility. InvaGen, which
already has 330 employees at three sites in Hauppauge,
plans to expand its operations in Central Islip. The compa-
ny manufactures mostly generic medicines.

According to Bill Mannix, the Town’s Economic

Development Director, InvaGen has pledged to hire 150
workers within the first two years with an average salary of
$50,000, and as many as 200 more after that. Retrofitting
the building will produce an additional 60 temporary jobs.
Nancy Manfredonia, Director of the Central Islip Civic
Council, said “We’re happy to see a real research facility
coming to Research Way. Central Islip welcomes InvaGen
to our community.”

InvaGen Pharmaceuticals Moving to CI
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This beautiful new 4 bedroom, 
2 bath home can be yours for 

under $200,000. 

Call or email for details 
about this special 

Central Islip Civic Council program. 
631.348.0669

ciciviccouncil@aol.com



10 • Central Islip Civic Council • www.centralislipciviccouncil.org

After several controversial hearings, the Town has given
the go ahead for the Coventry Gardens Housing Development
on the property just west of Lowell Avenue north of Cherry
Street. Coventry Gardens is the last of three housing devel-
opments called for in our Central Islip Master Plan. The other
two, Courthouse Commons and Islip Landing, are close to
completion. Due to the current housing market, the develop-
er, Mike Puntillo, Jr. asked the Town for a change for Coventry
Gardens from all ownership units to a mix of market rate
rentals (100) and owner occupied condos (184). Other devel-

opers around the country have been granted similar requests
since it’s impossible in this market to get financing for all
homeownership developments. 

The Town granted the request with a unique restriction
that the developer will provide up to two million dollars to
rehab distressed homes in the Lowell Avenue neighborhood.
Mr. Puntillo will also renovate the historic 1913 hospital fire-
house, now in serious disrepair, to serve as the Coventry
Gardens clubhouse. Construction is expected to begin this
summer. All units will have two bedrooms.

Coventry Gardens Development Wins Approval

Jennifer Cicero and
Robert Molinero (5th
and 6th from left) from
the Central Islip
Teachers Association,
and their colleagues
collected an amazing
four van loads of food
for the Council’s pantry;
and donated gifts for
our “Santa to the
Rescue” program.
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Central Islip Wants You!

YES! I want to be a member of the Central Islip Civic Council. Enclosed is my donation of $15 (please do not send cash).

Name: ______________________________________________________________ Phone: __________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________ E-mail: __________________________________

There are many exciting changes in Central Islip’s immediate future. The Central Islip Civic Council urges all residents
to be informed, active members of the community. One way to accomplish this is to join the Civic Council. An annual
donation of $15 ensures you’ll receive quarterly issues of Central Islip Today mailed to your home along with other
important community notices throughout the year. Your support will help the Council continue its important community
work. Donations can be made out to: Central Islip Civic Council, PO Box 219, 68 Wheeler Road, Central Islip, NY 11722.

S E  H A B L A  E S P A Ñ O L

Wish List
The Central Islip Civic Council would be grateful for
any of the following items that we can give to needy

families or sell in our Homestead Store to raise
money to buy food for our pantry. 

We are a 501c3 non-profit organization and all donations are tax
deductible: New or gently-used clothing, small appliances, lamps and

furniture, dishes, toys, tools, kitchenware, antiques of any kind.

68 Wheeler Road, Central Islip, Monday through Thursday
9:00am to 4:00pm (Park in lot on West Halley Lane)

FOR UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS,
ORGANIZATION MEETINGS AND 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
VISIT 

WWW.CENTRALISLIPCIVICCOUNCIL.ORG



GOOD NEWS TIDBITS

CONCERT CHOIR SINGS AT THE WHITE HOUSE
Our award winning Central Islip High School Concert
Choir was chosen to sing at the White House last
December. It was a great thrill for the talented young
adults to meet the President and first lady and to sing 
in such an amazing venue.

NEW PARK PLANNING UNDERWAY
The Town has appointed a citizens advisory group to
help plan a new park south of Clayton Street in Central
Islip. Some exciting new ideas have been discussed.
The Central Islip Civic Council would like all interested
residents to express their views. Our own Parks
Committee meetings are open to all. Please come and
see the new plans and add your thoughts. Our upcoming
meetings are set for March 14th, May 9th, July 11th,
September 12th, and November 14th at 7pm at the
Clayton Street Recreation Center. Also check our 
website for more information.

RAMOS KICKS OFF DOWNTOWN VISIONING  
40 residents attended a kick off meeting at the Library
in January for the Central Islip Downtown Visioning
Process. Assemblyman Phil Ramos secured funding 
for this important community planning effort; and intro-

duced Saratoga Associates, the consulting firm that will
lead the program. The goal is to come up with a “brand”
for our downtown that will draw in visitors to support our
businesses. For instance, Brentwood residents decided
on a Restaurant Row theme that will spotlight ethnic
restaurants. A sports theme was suggested for Central
Islip, but all residents are urged to participate with their
own ideas. Call Assemblyman Ramos’ office at 631-
435-3214 or check the Council’s website www.centralis-
lipciviccouncil.org for dates of the next meetings. 

SYSCO IS HIRING
Sysco Industries is hiring! And they prefer to hire locally!
In fact, they just hired a Central Islip resident to manage
the facility. The massive 425,000 square foot building
on Lowell Avenue is expected to be completed in May of
this year. According to Frank Recine, the President of
Sysco, Long Island, applications are now being accepted
online. Visit Sysco.com for the list of jobs available and
the application. They need everything from forklift opera-
tors, to Class A drivers, selectors, salesmen, and cleri-
cal help. Sysco is a well known food distribution compa-
ny serving restaurants, nursing homes, schools, hospi-
tals, etc. The jobs pay well and the work is very fast
paced. They’re expected to hire over 150 people this
year alone. Their local phone number is 631-342-7400.

CIVIC COUNCIL HOLDING FREE NUTRITION 
PROGRAMS
Great way to save money and get healthy! “Just Say
Yes to Fruits and Veggies” 6/18, 7/16, 8/20 & 9/17
at 68 Wheeler Rd., 10-12 noon. Free samples and
giveaways. Also, special Parents & Kids Program on
Wednesdays in May from 12:30-1:30pm. Call 631-348-
0669, x17 or email ciciviccouncil@aol.com to sign up.

3RD ANNUAL HEALTH & WELLNESS FAIR AND
FARMERS MARKET SLATED FOR MAY 12th.
Don’t miss this great event at the Central Islip High
School from 10am to 2pm! It’s sponsored by the
Athletic Department, EOC and the I AM CI Foundation.

John Anthony and the Central Islip High School Concert Choir at the White House last December.

Central Islip Boy Scout Troop 277 transported donated
turkeys and food baskets for the Council. Pictured left to
right are Jacob, Daniel, Malcolm, Scoutmaster James
Leach, and Civic Council Director Nancy Manfredonia.


